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560 Wellington's civil correspondence. [April, 

author to a place among the great historians who have adorned English 
literature with a series of works unsurpassed in modern times ; but his 
claims to a high place in the secondary rank will not be disputed. 



11. — Civil Correspondence and Memoranda of Field Marshal Arthur, 
Duke op Wellington, K. G. Edited by his Son, the Duke of 
"Wellington, K G. — Ireland. [From March 30th, 1807, to April 
12th, 1809.] London: John Murray. 1860. 8vo. pp. xv. and 
648. 

The Duke of Wellington, at that time known as Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley, held the important position of Chief Secretary for Ireland from 
the accession of the Portland ministry, in 1807, until he was appointed 
to the command of the British army in Portugal, in 1809 ; and the 
whole of the immense mass of correspondence before us was composed 
within that period of two years. It comprises nearly seven hundred 
letters on Irish affairs, or on topics intimately connected with the ad- 
ministration of the Irish government, besides official memoranda and 
letters addressed to Sir Arthur. Much of it is of a very trivial char- 
acter, and without historical interest or value, while some portions 
throw new light on the history and condition of Ireland half a century 
ago, and afford new and striking evidence of the activity, promptitude, 
and general ability which the great Duke displayed in the civil service 
not less than in the management of military affairs. All of the more 
important letters are written with clearness and force, and many of 
them are marked by great political sagacity. At that time the govern- 
ment of Ireland was administered mainly by bribery and corruption, 
and many of these letters have reference to political bargains and to 
promises of preferment in the Church. Indeed, jobbing in Ireland had 
then been reduced to so perfect a system, that scarce anything could 
be done without being made the occasion of a bargain ; and this dirty 
business Sir Arthur apparently managed with as much zeal and effi- 
ciency as did Lord Castlereagh at the time of the Union. His letters 
reveal much that is now forgotten, but which shows the utter degrada- 
tion of political morals in Ireland at that time. Corruption, however, is 
not the only subject in these letters, and we have details respecting the 
state of education, the proposed extension of the Maynooth College, the 
military defences of the island, the question of tithes and kindred mat- 
ters relating to the Established Church, and many other topics. As a 
contribution to English and Irish history the volume must be generally 
recognized as having a high degree of interest ; and it will add to the 
reputation of the Duke of Wellington as a sagacious statesman. 



